Sweet Potato Latkes (or
Pancakes)

Adapted from “Orna and Ella, The Cookbook” (published 1in
Hebrew)

Ingredients: (makes about 20 small latkes)

For the latkes:

lbs. sweet potatoes — preferably small

cup gluten-free flour

tablespoon Tamari sauce (gluten-free soy sauce)
1 teaspoon sea salt

1 teaspoon coconut sugar

A little organic Grapeseed oil for frying
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For the dipping sauce:

2/3 cup sour cream (or make your own vegan sour cream)
2 tablespoons vegan mayonnaise

» sea salt and pepper to taste

3 tablespoons chopped chives

Directions:

1.

If you are using mini sweet potatoes, cook them in their
skins until completely soft (pierce with a blade of a
knife), cool slightly and peel. If you are using big
ones — peel and cut them in large, fairly uniform cubes
and cook until soft. Place in a colander to drain excess
liquid.

. Let cool, add soy sauce and mix gently with your hands

(the mixture is quite sticky). Add salt, sugar and flour
and mix again, until thoroughly combined.

. Discard any hard bits, and avoid over mixing, which will

make the batter heavier and even stickier.
Set aside for half an hour.
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. Gently heat a skillet and add just enough oil to cover
its surface. Wet your hands and form balls size of a
walnut, drop on a skillet and flatten with a spatula.

. Fry the latkes gently for 4-5 minutes, flipping them
once. They should be nicely browned and firm enough to
be removed with a spatula. Drain on paper towel. Fry in
batches until all the batter is used. Add more oil if
necessary and make sure the oil is hot before adding
another batch of pancakes.

. Combine the dipping sauce ingredients in a small bowl.

. Serve the latkes warm with the dipping sauce or set
aside and reheat in a medium-hot oven (not in a
microwave!). Reheating actually improves the texture, so
these latkes are perfect for making ahead.

Mushroom and Kale Mac &
Cheese

Yield: 8-10 servings, 9 x 13 casserole dish

Ingredients:

1 pound elbow pasta, cooked al dente (I prefer
buckwheat, quinoa, or brown rice)

=5 Tablespoons extra virgin olive o0il, divided

=1 lbs. cremini mushrooms, sliced

=4 garlic cloves, minced

=1 large bunch Tuscan kale, stems removed, chiffonade

= 12 cherry tomatoes, halved

= 3 cups Vegan béchamel sauce (see recipe)

= 3 Tablespoons white miso

= 2 teaspoons umeboshi paste

=2 cups toasted breadcrumbs (I prefer gluten-free panko
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breadcrumbs)

For toasted breadcrumbs:

2 Tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
2 cups gluten-free panko breadcrumbs
2 Tablespoons parsley, chopped

1-2 garlic cloves, minced

salt and pepper to taste

Directions:

1.

5.

Vegan

Yield:

Heat 3 Tablespoons olive o0il in sauté pan and sauté the
mushrooms. Add garlic when

mushrooms are caramelized. Add kale and cook until
wilted. Toss in cherry tomatoes. Set aside.

. Heat béchamel sauce (recipe below)and add miso

and umeboshi paste. Stir until miso is dissolved. Season
to taste with sea salt and fresh pepper.

. Heat olive o0il in a small sauté pan and add the panko

breadcrumbs and sauté with salt, pepper,
garlic and chopped parsley. Brown lightly.

. Mix together the pasta and veggies with the béchamel

sauce and transfer to a baking dish. Top

the pasta with the toasted breadcrumbs and bake at 350
degrees until the breadcrumbs brown (6-

8 minutes).

Serve garnished with chopped herbs (optional).

béchamel sauce

3 cups

Ingredients:

2 teaspoons coconut oil
1 shallot, minced

% cup oat flour

5 cups almond milk

1-2 sprig fresh thyme



= 1 bay leaf

= pinch nutmeg

= 2-3 tablespoons lemon juice (1/2 lemon)
= salt and pepper to taste

Directions:

1. Use 25 quart sauce pan, heat oil over medium flame.
Sweat shallots until translucent.

2. Add flour and cook over low heat, stirring constantly
for about 5 minutes.

3. Slowly whisk in almond milk; add thyme, bay leaf, and
nutmeg.

4. Increase heat to simmer and continue cooking for about
10 minutes stirring often until
sauce thickens.

5. Remove thyme and bay leaf. Add lemon juice. Season to

taste.

Tomato Salad with Roasted
Figs and Balsamic Reduction

This

salad is a great appetizer for your holiday meal. If you

choose slightly bitter greens like watercress or arugula, the
tomatoes and caramelized figs will add sweetness and make a
great combination for this seasonal salad.

Yield: 4-6 Servings

Ingredients:

=6 fresh figs, cut in quarters
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4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

8-10 cups of fresh greens (watercress, arugula, or
spinach)

Juice from 1 lemon

2 medium tomatoes, cut in large pieces

8-10 yellow/orange cherry tomatoes, halved
12-14 red cherry tomatoes, halved

1 small jalapefio, without seeds, sliced thinly
Sea salt

Fresh ground black pepper

3/4 cup organic balsamic vinegar

1 tablespoon dark brown sugar

Directions:

1. In a small saucepan reduce the balsamic vinegar with the
sugar over low heat. Remove from heat and let chill.

2. Warm the oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit. Spread the figs
over a baking sheet lined with parchment paper. Brush
the figs with olive oil and roast for 3-4 minutes.

3. In a large serving plate, spread the greens and drizzle
with a little fresh lemon juice. Toss lightly.

4. In another bowl toss all the tomatoes with the jalapeno,
sea salt, pepper and a little olive o0il. Spread the
tomatoes over the greens.

5. Top the salad with the roasted figs and drizzle with the

balsamic reduction. Serve immediately. Option: garnish
the salad with chopped fresh parsley.

Fish in Pomegranate-Cilantro
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Sauce

This fish sauce is delicious, light, and works well with any
white fish. The sauce is mildly spicy and a little sour. The
cilantro can be replaced with parsley for those who prefer the
milder flavor of parsley.

Yield: 12-14 servings
Ingredients:

3 lbs. white fish (12 fillets; I like Halibut, Wild Cod,
Wild Snapper or Hake)

= Sea salt

 White pepper

=1 lemon

For the sauce:

=1/3 cup Grape seed oil (or cold pressed organic canola
oil)

= 2 medium purple onions, peeled and sliced thinly

1 tablespoon date or coconut sugar (or brown sugar)

10 small garlic cloves, peeled

tablespoons sweet paprika

teaspoon sea salt

teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

bunch cilantro, chopped

tablespoon pomegranate molasses (optional)

cups pomegranate juice (POM)

= Juice from 1 lemon

= 1 jalapefno pepper, chopped (seeds optional)
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For Garnish:

= 1/2 cup chopped cilantro
»1/2 cup chopped mint

Directions:

» In a large sauté pan, heat up the oil and add the onion
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and sugar. Sauté until onion is lightly caramelized
(about 5 minutes).

» Add the garlic cloves, paprika, salt and pepper and cook
for another 2 minutes.

- Add the cilantro, pomegranate juice, pomegranate
molasses, and lemon juice and bring to a boil. Lower the
heat, add the jalapeno and cook on low heat for another
10-12 minutes, until sauce thickens. (You can prepare
the sauce a day ahead and refrigerate. Warm up the sauce
before serving and add the fish as follows)

 One hour before serving, drizzle the fish fillets with
sea salt, white pepper and lemon juice. Place fish
fillets in one layer over the sauce, cover the pot and
cook on low heat for 12-15 minutes. Remove from heat and
let stand in the covered pot for 20 minutes.

» Plate the fish on a platter or individually, garnish
with fresh herbs, and serve.

Roasted Chicken Marinated
with Date Molasses

The combination of the sweet date molasses (sometimes labeled
“syrup”), orange, ginger and olive oil brings the Middle
Eastern flavors to this chicken marinate. The addition of soy
sauce (Tamari) brings saltiness into the mix. The chicken
comes out nicely brown, crisp and full of flavor. Garnished
with toasted pine nuts and fresh parsley it makes a great
presentation for the your holiday meal.

Yield: 10-12 servings
Ingredients:
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12-14 skinless, organic chicken pieces (choose legs,
thighs, or large pieces of chicken breast)

For the marinate:

1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil

6 garlic cloves, minced

1 tablespoon ginger, grated

4 tablespoons soy sauce (preferably gluten-free like
Tamari sauce or Coconut Aminos)

3/4 cup organic date molasses/syrup (see this 1link)
tablespoon date sugar (or brown sugar)
tablespoons orange juice

teaspoon orange peel, grated

tablespoon sweet paprika

tablespoons organic Dijon mustard

teaspoon sea salt

teaspoon fresh black pepper
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For garnish: (optional)

1 cup toasted pine nuts or walnuts or slices almonds
1/2 cup fresh parsley leaves, chopped.

Directions:

1.

In a large bowl, mix together all the marinate
ingredients, add the chicken and toss to coat well.
Refrigerate for minimum of 2 hours.

. Heat up to oven for 375 degrees Fahrenheit. Place the

marinated chicken in an oven proof baking dish and bake
for about one hour, tossing occasionally to brown on all
sides.

. Plate the chicken and garnish with toasted pine nuts and

parsley. You can also serve over cooked quinoa, brown
rice or wild rice.
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Roasted Cherry Tomatoes

Ingredients

= 2-3 pints cherry tomatoes

» 2-3 sprigs fresh thyme or rosemary

= 3 Tablespoons Extra Virgin Olive 0il
» Sea salt

 Fresh ground pepper

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees

2. Toss tomatoes with herbs, EV0O, salt and pepper and
spread on a rimmed baking sheet.

3. Roast, tossing occasionally, until tomatoes are
blistered — 20-25 minutes.

4. Transfer the tomatoes to a serving platter and sprinkle
with a little more sea salt. Serve hot or at room
temperature.

Baked Eggs over Cherry
Tomatoes and Spinach

One of my family’s favorite breakfast/brunch dishes is baked
eggs which is really easy to make and a great way to add lots
of vegetables to the protein rich eggs. The only trick to
baking eggs is to pay attention when baking and pull the dish
out when the eggs are cooked to your liking. This recipe with
cherry tomatoes was great because I used our homegrown cherry
tomatoes. The sweetness of homegrown tomatoes at the peak
season of late summer is so satisfying and brings out the best
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taste of every dish.

Watch my video to learn how to quickly halve cherry tomatoes!
This is one of the Smart Life quick tips my clients absolutely
love!

Ingredients
=2 -3 pints cherry tomatoes, halved.
= 3 Tablespoons Basil leaves, chiffonade
=2 cups spinach, chopped
» 3 Tablespoons Extra Virgin Olive 0il
=2 garlic cloves, minced (optional)
=3 Tablespoons grated Pecorino or Parmesan cheese
(optional)
= Sea salt

= Fresh ground pepper
=6 organic fresh eggs

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees.

2. Arrange halved cherry tomatoes in an even layer in a
medium sized baking dish or an ovenproof skillet (I like
to use my Scanpan)
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. Bake for 15-18 minutes until tomatoes are somewhat

blistered (if a lot of liquid gets released, carefully
pour off a little).

. In a small dish, mix the olive oil, 2 tablespoons of

basil, garlic, salt and pepper.

. Top the tomatoes with olive o0il mixture and spread the

spinach over the tomatoes. Top with grated cheese
(optional).

. Gently crack the eggs over the tomatoes and veggies,

keeping yolks intact.

. Return the dish to the oven and bake for 8-10 minutes.
. Sprinkle the cooked eggs with more sea salt, pepper, and

1 tablespoon of basil.

Grilled Fruit with Coconut
Sauce

Pineapples, mangos, and peaches are delicious grilled. The

sauce

can be prepared a day ahead. Unsweetened coconut cream

can be hard to find, so I use a can of coconut milk, and spoon
off the top part of a can. Just make sure not to shake the can
before you open it.

For the sauce:

1 130z. can coconut milk (I get mine at Trader Joes)
% cup date or coconut sugar
L teaspoon sea salt

For the grilled fruit:

2 large ripe mangos, peeled and sliced
1 ripe pineapple, peeled, cored and sliced into rings
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Sauce

Grill

1.

2.
3.

3 large peaches, cored and sliced

5 cup unsalted, roasted pistachios or sprouted pumpkin
seeds (optional) for garnish.

% cup of chopped fresh mint leaves (optional)

Prep:

. Gently open the coconut milk can and transfer the creamy

top half into a saucepan (It should be about 1 cup). Add
2 Tablespoons of the clear juice from the bottom of the
can. Add the sugar and salt.

. Heat over medium heat until the sugar and salt dissolve;

DO NOT let it boil.

. Simmer to thicken, stirring occasionally, about 15

minutes. Chill the sauce (it will thicken some more as
it chills), and let it come to room temperature before
serving.

the fruit:

Heat the grill to medium and place the fruit on a
nonstick grill topper. Grill the fruit just enough to
soften it.

Plate and drizzle with the coconut sauce.

Garnish with unsalted roasted pistachios or sprouted
pumpkin seeds and chopped mint.

Grilled Romaine

For the Dressing:
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clove garlic, minced

anchovy fillets, rinsed and minced
teaspoons vegan mayo (I like this one)
teaspoons organic Dijon mustard
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=5 cup extra-virgin olive o0il

= 2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
» sea salt and black pepper to taste

For the Salad:

= 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

= 2 heads romaine lettuce, bottoms trimmed, cut lengthwise
into halves

=L cup grated Pecorino (optional)

=L cup chopped parsley

Directions:

1. Whisk the minced garlic and minced anchovies together
until they form a paste. Add the mayonnaise and mustard
and whisk. Add the olive o0il, then vinegar. Season to
taste with salt and pepper. Set aside.

2. Brush the lettuce heads with olive oil. Lightly grill
over medium heat for 2 minutes. Then brush with the
dressing and cover the grill for 1-2 minutes to allow
dressing to melt into the lettuce.

3. Platter and drizzle with remaining dressing and garnish
with grated Pecorino cheese and chopped parsley.

Turkey Burgers

Yield: 4 patties.
Ingredients:

=1 % 1bs. ground organic turkey
= 1 medium zucchini grated

= 1 teaspoon dried oregano

=2 scallions chopped
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=L cup fresh mint chopped

= 1 Tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
= 1 teaspoon sea salt

» pepper to taste

Mix all the ingredients together and form 4 patties. Heat the
grill and barbecue over medium heat until cooked through,
about 4 minutes per side. Serve with Tahinli sauce over greens.
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